Tom Wengraf

d.o.b. 01.05.1939 (London)

Higher education

Studied Modern History at Magdalen College, Oxford University (1958-1960);  B.Sc. Sociology  from London School of Economics (1963), M.A. Contemporary Cultural Studies from University of Birmingham (1980).

Employment

· 1966 to date Lecturer then Senior Lecturer, and now currently Visiting Senior Lecturer  in Sociology and Social Research Methods at what is now Middlesex University, London; 
· Higher Education Funding Council for England -Subject Assessor for Sociology 1995-96; 
· 1998-2001  Visiting Senior Research Fellow at the University of East London.
·  2003-4 External examiner for the Psycho-Social subject  area at the University of East London;
·  2004- Visiting Senior Research Fellow, London East Research Institute, University of East London.. 
· On the editorial board of the Journal of Social Work Practice.

Research Interests

· 1964-65 Field research in Algeria on agrarian reform and independence; 

· 1985-95 at Middlesex University: a  number of in-house research projects in the framework of the HEARD (Higher Education Action Research and Design) Centre oriented towards improving higher education practices and developing staff and student empowerment.

· 1997-9  Methodology consultant  for, and then member of,  the U.K. working team of the SOSTRIS (Social Strategies in Risk Society) EU-funded research project  (1996-9) across seven  countries. 

· 2002-3 Methodology consultant  and interview trainer for Article 19’s research into UK immigrants’ and refugees’ experiences of and attitudes towards the mass media. 

· 2002-4. Part of research team for a Dunhill-Trust funded qualitative evaluation project into how the health of older people is being affected by their participation in the Bromley-by-Bow (London)  Healthy Living Centre.  

· 2005-6, Consultant / researcher for a study of the social and cultural impact of London City Airport on  local communities. The London East Research Institute in conjunction with York Aviation.

Selected publications

1960 ‘On Undergraduate History’, New University, nos 2, 4
1963 [with Roger Murray] ‘The Algerian Revolution (Part 1)’. New Left Review vol.1, 22

1990 ‘Documenting Personal Culture by Ethnographic Interview’ in Tim Putnam and Charles  Newton (ed) Household Choices (Futures Publications/Middlesex Polytechnic)

1991 ‘Some Reflection on Quality-Control and Customer-Satisfaction Issues implied by First-Year Student Interviews with First-Year Modular Degree Scheme Students and Staff’ (Middlesex University: HEARD Working Paper)

1992 ‘Simple Skills and Complex Competences: Notes for a Skills Development Policy’  (Middlesex University: HEARD Working Paper)

1994 (with Diana Medlicott) First Semester Introductory Modules Report  HEARD Research Project 1992-1994: Middlesex University Social Science and Education Faculty

1995a “Undergraduate Students as Action Researchers into Student Learning’  in Brenda Smith and Sally Brown  (ed) Research Teaching and Learning in Higher Education  (1995 Kogan Paul)

1995b “Improving Student Learning by Collaborative Action Research: evaluating seminar  practice”, in Graham  Gibbs (ed) Improving Student Learning through Assessment and Evaluation  (1995 Oxford Centre for Staff Development) 

1998 “Sostris at the level of the comparative interpretation of cases” in Sostris Working Papers 3: Case Study Materials: Lone Parents  (1998: Centre for Biography in Social Policy, BISP,  at the University of East London) 

1999a “Contextualising subjectivity in the exploration and presentation of cases in biographic narrative research” Sostris Working Papers 6: Case Study Materials: Ex-Traditional Workers (1999: BISP at UEL)

1999b with Prue Chamberlayne and Susanna Rupp ‘Stopped in their Tracks: British national report on ex-traditional workers’ Sostris Working Papers 6: Case Study Materials: Ex-Traditional Workers (1999: BISP at UEL)

2000a “Uncovering the general from within the particular: from contingencies to typologies in the understanding of cases” in P.Chamberlayne, J.Bornat and Tom Wengraf (ed) The Turn to Biographical Methods in Social Science Routledge.
2000b “Betrayals and self-redemption? The meanings of ‘the closing of the mines’ in two ex-miners’ narratives” in M.Andrews et al  (ed) Lines Of Narrative

 (Routledge)

2000c co-editor (with Joanna Bornat and Prue Chamberlayne) of The Turn to biographical methods in social science: comparative issues and examples. Routledge

2001a  Qualitative research interviewing: biographic narrative and semi-structured method. London: Sage Publications (reprinted 2002, 2004).

2001b co-author (with Clark, A., Emmett, S. Middleton, C., Scott, D. , and Miller, N.) ‘Making connections; work-based learning, employability, and the professional academic and personal development of students. SSP 2000 and Sociologists in Placement.
2002a co-editor with Prue Chamberlayne and Mike Rustin. Biography and social exclusion in Europe: experiences and life journeys. Bristol: Policy Press

2002b ‘Biographical work and agency innovation: relationships, reflexivity and theory-in-use’ in Prue Chamberlayne, Michael Rustin and Tom Wengraf (eds) Biography and social exclusion in Europe: experiences and life journeys. Bristol: Policy Press

2002c ‘Historicising the socio, theory, and the constant comparative method’, in Prue Chamberlayne, Michael Rustin and Tom Wengraf (eds) Biography and social exclusion in Europe: experiences and life journeys. Bristol: Policy Press

2002d  [co-author with Prue Chamberlayne and Joanna Bornat] ‘A biographical turn in the social sciences? A British-European view’ , in Cultural Studies: Critical Methodologies. Vol. 2, no.2, 245-69

2003a ‘Biographic narrative interpretive method’, entry in the Encyclopedia of Social Science Research Methods. Thousand Oaks: Sage

2003b [editor] What’s the story? Results from research into media coverage of refugees and asylum seekers in the UK. London: Article 19, 55pp

2004a (January) ‘Boundaries and relationships in homelessness work: Lola, an agency

manager’, [98 paragraphs] Forum: Qualitative Sozialforschung/  Qualitative Social Research (FQS) vol 5(1)

2004b (January) ‘Paradigm Wars Around Interview Methodologies: Constructionism and Postmodernism "on tap" or "on top"?’,  Review Essay of James Holstein & Jaber Gubrium (Eds.) (2003). Inside Interviewing: New Lenses, New Concerns / Jaber Gubrium & James Holstein (Eds.) (2003). Postmodern Interviewing [46 paragraphs]. Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative Social Research [On-line Journal], 5(1)

2004c (with Lynn Froggett) ‘Interpreting interviews in the light of research team dynamics: a study of Nila’s biographic narrative’ Critical psychology: the international journal of critical psychology 10, pp. 94-122.

2004d (with Prue Chamberlayne). Joint editor of a Special Issue on psychosocial approaches to health and welfare research of the Jounal of Social Work Practice 18 (3); joint author of ‘Editorial’ in that issue, pp. 275-81.

2005  [with Lynn Froggett, Prue Chamberlayne and Stef Buckner]. 

Final Report evaluating the Bromley-by-Bow Healthy Living Centre’s work with older people. University of Central Lancashire. 160pp. www.uclan.ac.uk/facs/health/socialwork/bromleybybow/index.htm 
Recent papers at conferences and workshops

2003a. (January) ‘Sociologising the ‘socio’ of psychosocial studies through  biographic-narrative interviews’. Paper read at the University of the West of England Conference on Psychosocial methodology.

2003b. (May) ‘The contribution of the biographic narrative interpretive method for depth interviewing to sociological comparison and generalisation’. Keynote speaker at workshop on the analysis of life histories,  Maison des Sciences de l’Homme, Paris.

2003c. (June) ‘Defended intersubjectivities  in 3 phases of  (biographic-narrative interview)  research’. Paper read at the 4th International Conference on Advances in Qualitative Method, Banff Canada. 

2004 (February) ‘Method and policy’ [with Prue Chamberlayne] Centre for Research on the Wider Benefits of Learning Round Table, London University Institute of Education, 18th February 2004: ‘Biographical Research’.

2004 (March) ‘ Interviews as ‘official press-releases’: Challenging and going beyond biographical defence structures’ . Paper read at the Annual Conference of ESREA (European Society for Research on the Education of Adults) and of the International Sociological Association’s  RC38 Life History and Biography Network Conference, Roskilde University Denmark, 4- 7th March 2004:

2004 (June) ‘BNIM and the psycho-societal challenge’. Paper read at the annual workshop  of the International Research Group for Psycho-Societal Analysis (IRGfPSA) in Dubrovnik,  Croatia.

2004 (December) ‘Defended researcher subjectivity’. Paper at the fourth ‘Methods in Dialogue Workshop’ at the University of East London,  organised for the UK Economic and Social Research Council, 

2005 (March) ‘Comparative interviewing, observing and experiencing: the use of ‘interpretive panels’ in psycho-societal research. Paper to be read at the British Sociological Association, Annual Conference in York

Recent and forthcoming training workshops in Biographic-narrative interpretive method (BNIM): leader or co-leader (with Prue Chamberlayne) 

Forthcoming

2005 Nov
5-day BNIM BNIM interviewing and interpretation training, London

2005 Sept-
5-day BNIM interviewing and interpretation training, Auckland, NZ

2005 Sept-
1-day BNIM introductory, University of Western Sydney, Australia

2005 August
1-day BNIM introductory, Auckland, NZ

2005  June-
4-day BNIM interviewing and interpretation training, New York

2005 June -      5-day BNIM interviewing and interpretation training, London

Recent

2005 Feb-
5-day BNIM interviewing and interpretation training, London

2005 Jan -        2-day BNIM Introduction at the Institute of Education London for the  ESRC’s  National Centre for Research Methods.

2004 Nov -  
 5-day BNIM interviewing and interpretation training, London  

2004 Oct –   
 2-day introduction to BNIM, Plymouth University 

2004 July –  
 3 day BNIM interpretation workshop, London

2004 June –
 3-day BNIM interviewing and interpretation training, New York

2004 June – 
 1 day Introduction to BNIM workshop, New castle University

2003-4 N/F  
 5 day course in BNIM interviewing and interpretation training, London

2003 Sept - 
 4-day BNIM interviewing and interpretation training, London

2002-3 – 
Sixth 9-day Short Course in BNIM interviewing and interpretation
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