
Michael Shermer: “The Science of Good and Evil” 
 
Why people cheat, gossip, care, share, and follow the Golden Rule? Does good and evil 
have a biological origin, or is it imposed by society or religion? What does science say 
about this? All these issues will be reviewed in this talk. 
 
Michael Shermer is the founder and editor of Skeptic magazine, and a contributing 
editor and monthly columnist for Scientific American, and is the host of the Skeptics 
Distinguished Lecture Series at Caltech. He is the author of Science Friction, The 
Science of Good and Evil, Why People Believe Weird Things, How We Believ, In 
Darwin’s Shadow, The Borderlands of Science, and Denying History, which takes on 
Holocaust denial and other forms of historical distortion. Dr. Shermer received his 
Ph.D. in the history of science from Claremont Graduate School.  
 


