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PHD PROGRAMME HUMAN RIGHTS IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETIES

HISTORY OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE NORTH-SOUTH DIVIDE

RECOMMENDED PREREQUISITES

The same prerequisites for being accepted in the doctoral program, including English proficiency.

TEACHING METHODS

Methodologies:

- Seminar providing a mix of theoretical exposition and case-based analysis;
- Oral presentation and feedback amongst peers and tutor;

- Continuous feedback and guidance via email and office hours.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Students who successfully complete this subject will:
- acquire a thorough knowledge of the history and origins of human rights

- master epistemological and cultural conceptions and understanding of human rights in various
contexts develop intercultural and contextualised understandings of the history of human rights

- comprehend the complex dynamics of factors contributing to the development of human rights in
different parts of the world

- be able to grasp the situated character of HR related knowledge production and dissemination
- recognize the role of human rights in inter-regional relations from a historical perspective

- be able to critically examine intellectual positions and their development develop research skills,
involving essay writing competency and the capability to synthesize and discuss different points of
view, as well as to critically present new arguments.

SYLLABUS
The cultural origins of human rights

Modernity, identity and human rights
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Colonialism and human rights

Cosmopolitanism and human rights

Human rights in the North-South, North-North and South-South relations
Intercultural translation of human rights

Human rights and epistemologies of the South.

ASSESSMENT METHODS

Assessment

Frequency: 20.0%
Research work: 40.0%
Oral presentation : 40.0%
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