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Michael Persinger published in 1987 a study on the Neuropsychological Basis of Human 
Belief, where he claimed to have found a causal correlation between the frequency of 
epileptic seizures affecting the left temporal lobe of human beings, and the frequency of their 
religious experiences. More recently, Rhawn Joseph has argued along the same lines in The 
Transmitter to God. The Limbic System, The Soul, and Spirituality (2000). On the other hand, 
research on the neural correlate of religious experiences, such as Buddhist and Christian 
meditation, have become an interesting line of research. The fact that a neural correlation of 
every religious experience can be identified, has led some authors to put forward the thesis 
that religion is fully explainable in terms of neural activity. I will try, first, to clarify whether 
we are allowed to identify neural correlation of any human experience (its necessary 
condition) with its causation (or sufficient condition). Secondly, I will discuss the difference 
between internalist and externalist approaches in the study of the mind in general, and of the 
neural correlate of religious experiences, in particular. And thirdly, I will attempt to 
understand whether the neurosciences fully explain the complexity of religious experience. 
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